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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 02962 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, UNHCR, SS AG 

SUBJECT: SAHARA REFUGEES: SITUATION AT TIME OF UNHCR'S 
VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

REF: A. STATE 27988; B. GENEVA 1758; C. RABAT 1041; 

D. ALGIERS 601 

1 . UNHCR DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF ASSISTANCE CUENOD REVIEWED 
WITH MISSOFF FEBRUARY 24 CURRENT SITUATION WITH RESPECT 
TO SAHARAN REFUGEES AS PERCEIVED BY UNHCR. 

2. CUENOD STATED THAT PRINCIPAL DIFFICULTIES STILL 
OPERATING AGAINST UNHCR IN ATTEMPTING TO COME TO GRIPS 
WITH PROBLEM ARE: 

A. INADEQUACY OF REPORTS FROM ALGERIAN GOVERNMENT CON- 
CERNING REFUGEES. ALTHOUGH SOME REPORTS ARE BEING RE- 
CEIVED. THEIR CONTENT AND DATA ARE INSUFFICIENT TO SATISFY 
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UNHCR NEEDS. 

B. GOA'S REFUSAL TO PERMIT UNHCR VISITS TO CAMPS IN 
NUMBERS AND DEPTH CONSIDERED NECESSARY. 

C. ALGERIA'S CONTINUING REFUSAL TO APPLY FOR AVAILABLE 
WFP ASSISTANCE, AND ITS CONCURRENT REQUESTS, DESPITE THIS 
REFUSAL, TO SEEK FUNDS FOR FOOD. 
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OTHERWISE, CUENOD'S REPORT ON SITUATION CORRESPONDED VERY 
CLOSELY TO THAT SET FORTH IN REF D. 

3. CUENOD STATED THAT DURING HIS INITIAL COURTESY CALL 
ON UN HIGH COMMISSIONER HARTLING JANUARY 17, ALGERIAN 
AMBASSADOR BOUDJAKDJI HAD AGREED THAT THE ALGERIAN GOVERN- 
MENT WOULD NOT PRESS UNHCR ON THE MATTER OF ASSISTANCE FOR 
SAHARAN REFUGEES UNTIL AFTER HARTLING HAD COMPLETED HIS 
INITIAL TRIPS TO SOUTHERN AFRICA, THE UNITED STATES, 

CANADA, NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA. IT WAS AGREED THAT 
HARTLING AND BOUDJAKDJI WOULD DISCUSS THIS MATTER FURTHER 
AFTER HARTLING HAD HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW BACKGROUND 
IN DETAIL, THAT IS, SOMETIME IN LATE MARCH OR EARLY APRIL. 

4. AS CONCERNS PARA 3D, REF D, CUENOD VOLUNTARILY CON- 
FIRMED UNHCR'S UNHAPPINESS OVER THE REPORTING (OR LACK OF) 

BY ITS WORKING PARTNER, THE ALGERIAN RED CRESCENT. FOR 
INSTANCE, HE SAID, THE DUTCH HAVE PROVIDED 50,000 GILDERS 
FOR RELIEF TO THE REFUGEES, OF WHICH 300,000 IS TO BE FOR 
FOOD PURCHASSES IN HOLLAND BY THE GOVERNMENT AND 250,000 
FOR VEHICLES FROM ANY SOURCE. ALTHOUGH THIS OFFER IS OF 
LONG STANDING, THE ALGERIAN RED CRESCENT HAS FAILED TO 
COME FORWARD WITH SPECIFICATIONS OF TYPES AND QUANTITIES 
OF FOOD NEEDED, AS WELL AS FOR MAKES AND SPECIFICATIONS 
OF VEHICLES. SIMILARLY, THE SWEDISH SAVE THE CHILDREN 
FUND (RADDA BARNEN), HAS OFFERED $125,000 FOR FOOD TO BE 
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PURCHASED IN ALGERIA, BUT AGAIN ACTION HAS BEEN STYMIED 
BY THE RED CRESCENT S FAILURE TO SUBMIT DETAILS OF NEEDS. 
CUENOD ADDED THAT THE SPANISH HAVE JUST COME FORWARD WITH 
AN OFFER OF 67 MILLION PESETAS FOR REFUGEE ASSISTANCE, IN- 
CLUDING FOOD, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, SHELTER, CLOTH "AND OTHER 
NEEDS", ALL OF WHICH ARE TO BE PURCHASED IN SPAIN. 

VANDEN HEUVEL 
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